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Sirg*:— | . * , 2a om 
png Hat averſation which 1- perceive to be noleſs in you 
I than in my ſelf”, from” the impertinent exchange of 
meer words and complements, would ſoon put a peri- 
od toour formerly more frequent intercourſe ; but that I have \ 
a certain itch of curioſity, to know what news there is abroad, 
' mwhichthoughit may begs as impertinent; yet it ſerves to corretk 
| the feveriryof that hes huanour, which if 150 much indulgeh, 
would make the friend(bip of thoſe 42 live at diſtance too dull 


[4 
and ſtupid, and no better than what may be between the living 
aud the dead.  Which.conſuderation advantaged by that watu- 
| ral inclination of mine; sit hath! formerly. created you ſome 
trouble ahout matters, of .no great. importayce , ſo it 4s likely 
to ſupply me: with frequent occaſions of the ſame kind for 
the future ; but at preſent I ſhall not need 'to ſeek for that 
which ebtrudes it ſelf, upon me, whether 1 will or. n6.”. 1 can 
come-\into no, company.'of late., but I find the chief diſcourſe 
to be about a certain new Set of men called Latitude-men : 
but thouch the name be in every mans month, yet the expli- 
cit meaning of it, or the hereſy which they hold, or the indi- 
' widualperſons that are of it, are, unknown ( for ought I can 
| learn.) as. the order of the Roly-crucians. : On the one fide 
| JI hear them repreſented as a party very dangerous both to the 
* Ming and Church, as ſeeking to undermine them both : onthe 
| = other ſide Icannot hear what their particular opinions or pra- 
awes are, that: bear any ſuch dangerous. afpeit ; to ſay the 
truth, I can meet with nothing diftin concerning thembut 
that they had their riſe at Cambridpe,. aud are followers for 
the moſt part, of the new Philoſophy, wherewith they have fs 
poyſoued that Fountain,. that there are like. to iſle. out 'wery 
nnwholſome ' ſtreams throughout the; whale Kingdome: 4 ſhould 
be veryglad from youn owin mauth.to.be. reſalued of thei meaz- 
ing of this myſtical name; and the Sed it. denominates,' which 
all of ſudaain is become: ſo formidable, if we have. any Afb 
#his: year to invite_you to Oxford ; if not, pray. fail not to . 
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doit in i wnple iienlbibr WW MEuk\ YWRb if yoibwill add 
yoult thoughts alſo concexitlg\ theriNew-Philoſophy, you will 
not alittle gratifie the reſt of your old acquaintance here, as 
well as RE = oP, 
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For Mr. G, B, at Oxford. 


| G, B, 
Sir, OF | OI 
Ours. of the 1 5th. of ay 1 lately received, wherein 
when 36a) defies to ſee meat Oxford next Ac, ( if you 
haveany, ) itis, I ſuppoſe, rather of courſe than out of any 
ſuch expectation, I having been twice already there, and 
yet could never be ſo happy. as to get you over to our Com- 
mencement. Truly it is as far from'Cambriage to Oxford, as 
it is from Oxford to Cambridge, and therefore you-muſt hold 
me excuſed if you ſee me no more there till you have re- 
paid me with a.vifit here: but to ſay the truth I muſt' pre- 
ſently after the Commencement prepare for my journey into 
the North, where my friends are ready to fall out with me 
for negleQing them ſo long. | 
2. As forthe queſtion you deſire to be reſolved in, it is 
more than I dare undertaketo do ; for though this name of 
Latitude-men be daily exagitated amongft us both in Ta- 
verns and” Pulpits, and very tragical repreſentations made 
of them, yet we know as little what it means, as you at Ox-- 
ford do; and1 verily believe the men of that Sect are as lit- 
tle able to give in a liſt of their fraternity, and are as free 
from any plot againft King or Church, as King Arthur's 
Knights, or the Roſy-Brotherhood, which you have very hap- 
pily compared them with: and truly it is to be ſuſpected 
they fly in the air too when they meet in their inviſible con- 
venticles to promote their unheard of machinations. A Lati- 


fude-man therefore ( according to the beſt definition that IT 


can colle&t) isan image of clouts that men fet up to encoun- 
ter with for want of a real enemy; it is a corivenient name 
to reproach a man that you owea ſpight to, ('tis what you 
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will, and you affix itupon whom you will ) 'tisſome thing 


{ will ſerve to talk of when all other diſcourſe fails. V2 


3. But you would think I had a mind to ſhuffle with 


' you, if I ſhould give you only: this general account;-for you 


will not imagine L eat be ſo ſhort-fighted, but that I may be 
able to ſee farther into the matter than ſo; that I may not 
therefore fruſtrate your expeRation, I will tell you all that I 
am able to underſtand or conjecture concerning it; the great-: 
eſt part of the men that ſeem'to be pointed at under that 


: name, are ſuch, whole fortune it was to be born ſo late, asto 
2 have theireducation in the Univerfity,fince the beginning of 


the unhappy troubles of this Kingdome, where they aſcended 
to their preferments by the regular ſteps of ele&tion,not much 
troubling themſelves to enquire into the Titles 'of ſome 'of 
their Ele&ours ; they . are ſuch as are behind none of 


their neighbours either in Learning or good manners, and 


wereſo far from being ſowred with the Leaven of the times 
they lived in, that they were always looked upon with an e- 
vil eye by the ſucceſffive uſurping powers, and the general 
out-cry was, that the whole Univerſity was over-run with 


> Arminianiſme, and was full of men ofa Prelatical Spirit,that 


/ had apoſtatized to the Onions and Garlick of Egypt, becauſe 
' they were generally ordained + Biſhops ; and in oppoſition 


to that hide-bound, ftrait-lac'd ſpirit that did then prevail, 
rhey were called Zatitude-men; for that was the firſt original 
of the name, what ever ſenſe hath ſince been put upon it : 
this was a certain barr to their preferment, as they were ſure 
to find, if any of them came before the Committee of Try- 
ers, who ( as it was reported ) had gotten a Lift of all thoſe 
that were Ordained by the Biſhop of Norwich ; and truly if 
they that were turned out of their preferment, were eſteemed 
Martyrs, I know not why theſe that were debarred thereof 
upon the ſame grounds, may not be called Confeſſors. 

4- And now this being the ſtate of the Univerſity, can it 
be wonderful, if upon-the happy reſtittition.of the Church, 
there were a general readineſs in moſt men to conform to the 
commands and injunctions thereof? and yet I am forry to 
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heariſfome men,cven in thoſe diſcourſes when they thould be | 


careful to deliver nothing but the ſacred oracles of God, talk 
at ſucharate as if they were offended to ſee ſo general a 
conformity.It ſeems very ſtrange that any fon of the Church 


| ſhould be diſpleaſed to {ce the number of her children to en- 
creaſe beyond expectation. Thdpeitis not becauſe there will | 
be the more likely to lay a claim to a ſhare in the patrimony; | 
nay iam well aſſured it is far from any of her genuine off-. # 


fpring, that are faithful to her intereſt, to be ſo affected; or if 
atany time ſome lefs becoming expreſſion ſhould drop from! 
them, it hath only procceded trom mifinformation and want 
ofarightundetftanding of things, which upon better thwughts 
it is likely they could with unſaid. But it eannot be expected 
but the proſperity of the Church, will occafion-the flocking 


inof many leſs worthy perſons, who will be very ambitious to 


be accompted in the number of her children, who for want®* | 


of fomething <lſe to render rhem more confiderable than 
their Neighbours, muſt make uſe of an unmeaſurable oftenta- 
tion of their Zeal and forwardneſs, which they think is beſt 
expreſſed by ſlandering and reproaching thoſe whom they 
have out-ftripped, not in fincerity, but in ſhew and appear- 
ance ; and it may-be ſome of them may hope to expiate their 
former difafte&ions by their preſent overdoing, and think 
to recommend themſelves by calling others Hypocrites : 
It were fay athing to be wondered at, if there ſhould not 
fome fuch men as theſe creep into the Church, ſince jt is be- 
come a profitable way, who by ſuch unworthy acts will en- 
deavour to compaſs their deſtgns, and by breeding and fo- 
menting publike differences, will hope to ſerve their private 
turns; but Iam confident their number is very ſmall, and that 
the moſt part are men of more noble and generous ſpirits, 


that hate ſuch unworthineſs, however their names may ſome-_ 


times be abuſed by ſome few unquiet ſpirits that make all 
this noiſe and ftirr. For I muſt tell you; I do not find that the 
grave heads, or other prudent perfons'sf the Univerſity give 
any countenance tothis peevith talk of fome few, who 'E: dis 
8 nction fake, (it Latitude be a name of reproach) will not F 
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7 hope be offended to becalled Narrow-wen, notwithſtanding. 
* But that there may remain no ſuſpicion of their diſaffe&tion 
7 ro the Church.in any reſpect, T will give.you a brief. accompt - 
Z of whatIconccive to be their ſentiments in each point relate- 
7 ing thereunto, which are the Liturgy, the Ceremonies, the 
3 Government,ang the Do&rine of the Church. As for the firſt, 
Z they conceive there ought by all means to be a ſetled Liturgy, 
-. # ithaving alwayes been the practice both of the Jewiſh and 


Chriſtian,and more or leſs retained by all reformedChurches, 
that there can be no Solemnity of publick worſhip withoutir, 
that it is the greateſt check-to devotion that can be, to hear 
men mix their private Opinions with their publick Prayers, 
which are for the moſt part falſe,and have an evil influence on 


the lives of men: yct:thas hath been almoſt the Univerſal pra- 
ice for theſe twenty years; The like may be ſaid of thoſe ab- . 
ſurd,ridiculous,blaſphemousexpreſlions that do ſo frequently - 


occurre in CNEPE Diapers under the 'pretence of being 
familiar with God Almighty ; to fay nothing of thoſe ſediti- 


ous and traiterous pars ae craftily thereby infinuated into 


the minds of people, with greater authority than-in their Ser- 
mons could be done;for as much as there is a greater awe and 
ſolemnity in the one above the other; which alſo ſhews how 
uncomealy a thing it isfor men to oftentate their parts and:abi- 
lities therein,as they were wontto do by their empty Rheto- 
rications and tedious prolixity, Our Latitudinarians therefore 
are by all means for a Liturgy, and dopreferre that of our 
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 yorion is ſo overclad by the Papiſts, that ſhe {s oppreſſedand 
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- devotion had need to be advanced with fomething that may | 


- ordered Vine-yard: 


eft ipſe puella ſui : ſome of our modern reformers to make a- 
mends, have ſtripped her ſtark naked, till ſhe is become in a 
manner cold and dead ;; The Charch of Ezg/and only hath 
dreſſed her as behts an honourable and vertuons 'Matron: | 
There are ſew men ſo abſtractedly imteHeRual, bur that their | 


ſtrike upon their outward fences, and engage their affeions; | 
and therefore while we live in this Region of mortality we 

muſt make uſe of fuch external helps,& recommend Relrgion | 
to the people by thoſe ornaments which the Church hath ac- | 
cording to her prudence thought fitteft for thoſe ends. The | 
Church of Rowe isa luxuriant vine;fultof ſuperfluous branch- 3 
es,and over-run with wild grapes, from whence many a poy- | 
ſonous and intoxicating potion is preffedforth;But the great- ? 
eſt part of Reformers have done like the rude Thraczay in the j 
Apologue, who inſtead of moderate pruning and dreffing his 
vines,as his more Skilful 4/henian Neighbours did, cut them # 
up by the Roots; but the Chutch of Z2gl/and is the only well | 


In like manner they have a deep veneration of her Govern- | 
ment,which they ſtedfaſtly believe to be in it ſelf the beſt,and | 
the ſame that was practiſed in the times of the Apoſtles. They | 
did alwayes abhor both the ULſurpation'of Scottiſh Presbyte- | 
ry, and the'confuſion of Independent Anarchy; and do efteem | 
it one-of the methods which the Prince of darkneſs uſeth,to # 
overthrow the Church and Religion, by bringing the Clergy | 
into contempt, which experience tells us will neceſſarily fol- | 
low upon the removing the ſeveral Dignities and -preemi- 
nence among them ; for when the Biſhops are once levelled 
with ordinary Presbyters, the Presbyters will ſoon be tramp- 
led on by the meant of the Laity: and when every Preacher 
would needs bea Bithop,every Ruſtick and Mechanick took 
upon him to be a Preacher. © © IM 

Laftly for the Do&rine of the Church; they do cordially ad- | 
here to it, as doth ſufficiently appear by their willingneſs to } 
ſubſcribe to the thirty nine Articles, and all other prinrs.of 
Dearine containedeither intheLiturgy or book of Homitic: 
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and particularly(whatſoever niay be privately whiſpered to 
the Lana ) they do bothidevoutly adore <6 blefled Tri- 
nity in the Letany, and make folema' profeſſion of their' Or- 
thodox faith, both concerning it and other *points, in the 
three Creeds,not excepting that which 1s commonly aſcribed 
to Athanaſius, .nor is there any Article of Doctrine held 
forth by the Church,which they can juſtly be accuſed to de- 
part from, unleſs abſolute eichation be-one, which they 
do not think themſelves bound to believe. . 
' 5. Nor is itcredible they ſhould hold any other Do&rine 
than the Church,fince they derive it from the ſame fountains, 
not from the Spinoſe ſchool-men, or Dutch ſyſtematicks, nei- 
ther from Romenor Geneva, the Council of Trex#, nor Synod 
'of Nort, but from the Sacred writings ofthe Apoſtles and E- 
vangclifts, in interpreting whereof, they caretully attend to 
the ſenſe of the antient Church, by which they conceive the 
modern ought to be guided: and therefore they are very con- 
verſant in all the genuine Monuments of the antient Fathers, 
thoſe efpecially of the firit and pureſt ages, not to'gather out 
fine phraſes and quaint ſentences, but that they may diſcern 
between the modern corruptions , and antient ſimplicity of 
the Church ; to diſtingiſh between the Do@rines received 
in theſe latter ages , and thoſe which the pronieve Chriſti- 
ans received from Chriſt and his Apoſtles: for thoſe opinions 
in Religion, how fpecious ſoever, are juſtly to be ſuſpe&ed , 
whereof there are no footſteps to be dhorrnad inthat golden 
age of Chriſtianity , that was tryed and purityed ih the fire 
of perſecution: we are not ſo ſecare of the ſucceeding filver 
age of peace and proſperity , but that there might be ſome 
drofſy mixture, inferior to the gd{den, but better than the 
brazen that trode upon its heels ; 

 Sevi r ingeniis (+ ad horrida promptror arma , when the 
Chriſtians had taken up the ſwords formerly of their perſecr® 
tors, and drew them one upon another. but 

---de duro. eft ultima ferro, 
Protinus erupit vene pejoris in 4Uum 
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: worum ſubiere locum fraudeſque dolique. 
Er / - | Rcque & vis, & boys ſee haben | 
[| - And by this time ſure there was need of Reformation, to Þ 
E.- - bring all things to the primitiye pattern, to, purge out the # 
1 baſer mettals, which the Church of Þ 
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| droſs and Tinn, and all | 
" England hath moſt happily atchieved. . 
And now let no man accuſe them of hearkning too much 2 


| to their own reaſon, ſince their realon Recra by ſo excellent ® 
if | a compaſs, the antient. Fathers and Councils of the Charch, * 
| For-Reaſon isthat faculty whereby a man muſt judge-of eve- * 


{| ry inner can a man believe any thing except he have ſome : 
| | realgn for it, whether that reaſon be a deduction from the ? 
| light of nature, and thoſe principles which are the candle of © 
the Lord, ſet up in the ſoul'of every man! that hath not wil- | 
fully extinguiſhed it; or a branch of Divine revelation-in the | 
bo oracles of holy Scripture; or the general interpretation of ge- ? 
| G Win b 
| nuincantiquity, or the propoſal of our own Church conſen- © 
[ 2 taneous thereto, or laſtly the reſult of ſome or all of theſe: # 
3 tor he that will rightly make uſe of his Reaſon; muſt take all | 
k that is reaſonable into confideration. And it is admirable to | 
confider how the ſame concluſions do naturally flow from all | 
 thele ſeveral principles ; and what in the faithful uſe of the | 
| faculties that God hath given, men have believed for true, | 
148 doth excellently agree with that Revelation that God hath # 
[14 exhibited in the Scripture, and the doctrine of the ancient | 
'F Charch with them both. Thus the freedom of our-wills, the | 
| univerſal intent of Chriſt's death, and ſufficiency of Gods | 
it Grace, the conditions of juſtification, and many other points | 
lf| of the like nature; which have'been almoſt exploded in theſe | 
! | ; latter degenerate ages of tle world, do again begin to obtain, Y 
| though with different perſons upon different accounts ; ſome | 
| embrace them for their.evidence in Scripture , others for the | 
, <oncurrentteftimony of 'the primitive Church for above fone |} 
= 1 hundred years ;. othersfbr rhe:reaſonableneſs :of- the things | 
4. themſclves,and their agreement both with the Divine Attri- þ 
butes & the ealy-ſuggeſtions of their own minds. Nor is there 
any point in Diyinity,where that which-is moſt ancient doth 
f 0 "5" oak not 
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as They were men of no-confcience ; for dare ſay, by how 
| much theleſs of confcience any man hath,by ſo much the leſs 
| will he care what impoſitions are laid'on it, though for my 
own part, I ſhall alwayes think him moſt conſciencious wha 
leads the moſt unblameable life, though he be not greatly 


= 


( xt ) - 
fot provethe moſt rational, and the moſt rational the ancient® 
eſt; for there is an eternal conſanguinity between all verity; - 
and nothing istrue in Divinity, whichis falſe in Philoſophy, 
or. onthe contrary; and theretor&whatGod hath Joyned ro- 
gether, letno man'putaſunder.*- 7 | | 
: - But theſe men are generally fuſpeted to be for liberty of 
Conſcience, and that's a principle of danzerous conſequence, 
that will undermine the very foundations of anyChurch whats- 
foever; a Church cannot be without Unity and Uniformity; 
an unlimited diſcord of opinions and raiſes will as mucft- 
obſtrudt the edification of Gods Temple, as the confuſion of 
Languages did the building of the Tower of Babel. Verily this 
is true; and the moſt part ofthem, who while they are under 
the hatches deny it, do by their practiſes confirm it, when e- 
verthey get power into their hands ; but. how far the men 
charged with it are concerned therein,remainsto be inquired. 
Though in the firit place I cannot bur take notice, that this 
objettion confutes' the yulgar calumny caſt upon them, 


ſcrupulous about the externals of Religion ; and for their 


" lives, Ithink the Zaritude-men were hever taxed by their 
| greateſt enemies. And'now let us ſoberly confider what was 
| before ſaid;they fincerely embrace all the Articles of Doctrine 
| held forth by the Church, they cheerfully uſe and approve 
| her Liturgy and Ceremonies,” they cordially love and obey. 


| hergovernment : how then can they purſue any Liberty thar 
| can bedangerous to her ? for in all As 


er things the Church 
her ſelf leaves themto their liberty, and who ſhall blame 


| thei for-ufing it? bur there are ſome men it may be, are of- 


fendedthatthe Church-is fo indulgent aMother that will nor 
unneceſlarily impoſe upon the judgement” or praftiſe of her 
Children; they would haye all things bound up, and nothing 
free'; -they would fain be adding forne ciphers to their figni- 


———— 


Eons” 


— 409 ardns" ends 


—, of their angry ſons,who muſt needs be thruſting ſome of their | 
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Rcant Articles the now propounds, and inftead of 39 would 


make 39000.& tis well ifthey would content themfelvs with 
ciphers, - and not add fallities to make up. the tale : they have 
may be, an ambition to-out-do the Aﬀcmblics Confeſſion; 
they would be content that 4quiza's Summs were put into the 
Creed,and all the janglings of the Schools into the Prayers of 
the Church; that ſoby their Longitude, they might be even 
with their neighbours of the Zatiryde.Others it may be think * 
we have not ceremonies enough, and if they can-find any an- * 
wquated Rite'in fome moth-caten Author, they have an itch *' 
preſently of bringing it intothe Church, without conſidering * 
whether there be the ſame reaſon or uſe of # now, that may 
have been in other times and places, and then if their neigh- 
bours will not follow their example, but think it enough to 
do what the Rubrick and Canons require, they ſhall be cry- 
ed our on for diſafteced : this is all that liberty of conſcience 
they can juſtly be accuſed of, unleſs I ſhould add that they 
are ſo merciful as not tothink it fit to knock people on the * 
head becauſe they are not of ourChurch. The Church of Eng- 7? 
land hath never yet embrued her hands in blood, and I hope * 
the Zeal of none of herſons will ever kindle ſuch flames as | 
her ſtep-mother of Rome delights to warm her hands at. . 
And now having taken an impartial view of this ſo' much | 
exagitated company of men, we find them ſo far from be- | 
ingany waysdangerous to the Church, or fit to be difowned | 
by her, that they ſeem to be the very. Chariots and Horle- } 
men thereof : for by their ſober'and unblameable converſati- E 
on, they conciliate reſpe&t and honour to her : by their x 
Learning and Induſtry "a defend her : by their moderation || 
they are moſt likely to win upon the minds of difſenters, :: 
who are too many.to be contemned : by their accommoda-/ 


ting themſelves to the people,who(as is too too palpable Jare 
polleſſcd for the moſt part by the Presbyterians, they may in % 
time bring them-yer to. the ;Church, and prevent her be-| 
comming a ſociety. of Shepherds without any Sheepzfor real-K 
ly I fear,if the Fathers of the-Church were not wiſer than ſome 
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r brethren out of doors,if([ ſay)all that have been re- 


younge nee 
oo with the name of Latitude, ſhould be diſowned by 


of any one denomination in Englend:and toileave thi VES 
ſonaked,were to tempt Providence for their preſervation, c- 
ſpecially conſidering they ſtand ready to be aſlaultedon each 
hand by two potent Enemies, the Papiſts and the Presbyteri- 
ans, both of them.numerous, wealthy,ſubtle,and induſtrious, 
who watch all opportunities of ſubverting the beſt Chufch in 
the world. And SEE certainly this is no time for her to 
mutilate her ſelf, or to bleed with inteſtine War; but let her 
embrace thoſe that are ſo ready to ſerve her., with both-her 
Arms,,and let all her Children with; jointaffegion-and con- 
ſent oppoſe the common Enemies.) - 41th - 


heChurch;they that remain would be che leaſt. party.of men 


5. But it will be ſaid, no man is angry that men conform , 
but that they haye no greater zeal for what:they conformtoz 
they are as men indifterent,and could be as. wk content With 
the contrary. Truly Sir,cither Lam miſtaken'in the men, or 
the charge is very unjuſt;for Ind as many as it hath been 
my fortune to converſe with,that they do very fincerly eſteem 
Epiſcopal government, both as in it ſelf the beſt, and of Apo- 
ſolical antiquity;they were always approvers of a Liturgy , 
& think that of our ownChurch may calilier. bemarred than 
mended; I hat Religion would loſe that due aw &-veneration 
that ought to be preſerved in it , if it werenot attended with 
outward Rites and Ceremonies; that private perſons are 
not the judges of that decorum, whereby theſe things are-:to 
be meaſured , but only the Governours of the' Chyrch!; and 
that the Church of Exg/azd,as well in theſe as all otherthings 
is the beſt conſtituted Church.in the world... But. they .pre- 
ſumeno man would haye them:to think the whole weight-of 
Religionlies in;qxtgrnals, or thatthey are of greater. accompt 


than the eternal and indiſpenſablg;Laws of good/and evil;but 
that Eccleſiaſtical laws areas the Jews were/wont to ſay, an 
Hedge about the Laws of God: ;theſe ought-tiffly to. be ob- 


kryeg, and therefore the other nor to be negleRed ; thatthey 
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*(14) 
do not confilt {0 cl , but that if it ſhould ſeem. 
meet to'the: Fathers of the Church to-make any alterations, 
they were equally bound tofubmir therets ; ; this is that Lati- 
tude they are/fo abs er My accuſed of.” 

5. Be there is another crime ' whick' cannot be denyed, 
that they have introduced a new Philoſophy; Ariſtotle and 
the Schoolmen are out'of requeſt with them. True indeed 
it-is that e Maxi is all-{fgument much out of faſhion ; and 
fortaſſe'Philoſophus noo Toquitur ex "fu 'ſententia, fed ex mehte 
aliorums, would be accounted es impertinent. an anſwer ; it 
will ſcarce paſs for aPhiloſophical reſolution of any Problem 
to ſay, It is the nature ofthe beaſt, it is done by virtue of its 
form or:quality;\ They loveto' ſearch ſore more particular 
cauſe than the influence ofthe heavens, nor wilt they be put 
off with complementum Vniverſi. They, embrace a method of 
Philoſophy which they think was as much antienter than .4- 
riftotle, as you conceive Oxford was before Cambridge ; and 
was'as great a bug-bearato the'Presbyterians asa rolls or 
Surplifle , and-theref6trei methinks the. Church of England 


hodld have leſs reaſon tobe offended with it. For my own 


part I never had any great skill in it, and am now too ol to 
learn ; yetIam far irom that humour bo ron ws the 
Poet, 

----T nrpe putant pavers ubribts: OY que . 

Imberbes didicere Senes perdenaas fater. 

AndI ſuppoſc it is this freedome and unconcernedneſs” of 
mine that makes you think my opinion worth knowing in a 
matter thatlam little: converk: Yo in of lite years\wherefore 


L will-not undertake rocomparethe ewPhiloophy with the 


old; but inſtead thereof will tell-you a tale. . 

7. There was a'certain Hushandman who occupied a 
Farm with anantient manfion-houſe ſtanding in the fields re- 
mote from any Tow, ,where" there was an'old iron Clock in a 
large wdodehframe,which had been a long while out of kel- 
ter,and becauſe he was much troubled to know how the time 
paſſed, that he might order his buſineſs accordingly,he reſol- 


yed to get this Clock repaired, and while he was confldeting 
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7 moving ; here the Farmer interruptedhim again;telling him 


| 4id the wooden hand of the dyal ; to which he "ati 


| Peripatetick artificer,lomething abovelthe degree of aTinker 
| came that way, who-undertgok to mend it; but after he had 
2 beftowed 2 great deal of: work:in 6yling the wheels, filing 
” teeth, and/hanging onmore- weight, : and all to no'purpoſe, 


* ded; the farmer partly out of curioſity, and 


” perfeaClock,he thoughhe knew very little whatbelonged to 

- it;yet being a talkative feHlow,andveryloth to corifeſs his ig- 

” norance inany thing, began a long tory, that the nature of | 

: Clockwork in general was, 4 principle and cauſe of motion \ 

* and rejbby means of att inward device of its own actord* and | 
ot by chante jbutthis Clock having no ſuth nature,itwas in- 


_: 
where tofind 2 man able:todo x,.,it fortuned/thara certain 


at laſt gave it up for nought,and told-himitcould not be men- | 
partly in hope to R 
find out the-defe&t,defired this Artzficer to ow him the na- | 
ture of Clockwork, and what was:requiſite'to make up 2 


deed no Clock, and-could not move ; hetold him alſo that | | 
there are three things'go to the making of 'a Clock, the waa- | 
terials, and the ſhape, and the want of that ſhape, before it was | 
made;for it was not aClock before it was'made:now the ma- 
terials of a Clock are four, iron; -and wood; *and cords, and 
lead ; and beſides thele, there is a Bell at the top that is of a 
fifth kind divers from the other four,and hath a trick of foun- 
ding when rhe/hammer ftrikes upon it:Iron is a' material very 
black and ſomewhat hard; wood: very hard and ſomewhat 
white, cord very white and ſomewhat ſoft, lead very ſoft and 
ſomewhat black. Here the Farmer interpoſed and told him he 
would never believe but that Iron was harder than wood;but 1 
theClockmender replied, thatin theArt ofClockmaking ſoft- & 
neſs was nothing but-being eatily melted: The Farmer urged | 
then Iron would:not be hardatall;but his artificer wittily re- 

plying it was hard tobe melted, he was ſatisfied ; the Clock- 

mender went on,telling him there were other properties alfo 
in theſe materials derived from the former, as that Iron and 

wood were ſtiff and unmoving,! cord and: lead flexible and 


the-iron wheels moved as well as thetord and lead, and fo 
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ſwered they! did :not | move of ''themſelves as the" cord 
and lead did,” and: that they moved only ro avoid flarid- © 
#ng Ul;which is not to be' admitted ina Clock; but the Far- 7 
mer ſtill objeted; that heiſaw no neceſſity ofany ſuch'mate- 7 
rial as wood in a clock;for the frame might as well'be of iron; 7 
to-which -he replyed,' it' was for” compleatneſs * of the clock. © 
But (4quoth the Farmer; the Bell is hard and black as well * 
as the iron ; no, reply'd the- Engineer, it appears only o, | 
but is not. {o..in its own nature, "but only -hath a property of | 
| lounding: "Well, (quoth the Farmer') you have told me the | 
materials of a clock, which I cold have told as well my ſelf, 
but am never the wiſer ; for my Jack hath iron, and wood, | 
and cord, and.lead, and if ſhould hang a Bell on the top ' 
of it; it would not prove a clock : that'strue ſaid the-clock- 
man, for it hath not the ſhape of a clock ; 'now the ſhape of | 


a clock is 4 certain trick of attivity in a piece of wheelwork, 
by the number of ſtroaks on a Bell, to tell the hour of the day; 
from this ſhape there ariſc ſeveral other properties,asthe turn- 
ing about of the wheels, the playing of the ballance; a ſecret 
quality of the hand-pointing to the hour of the day, and a. ſe- 
cret agreement between the hand of the Dyal, and the ham- 
mer of the Bell; for as often as the hand points'to any figure, 


_ the hammer ftrikes juſt ſo many ſtroaks upon theBell;there ts 


alſo a hidden diſagreement between the little weights andthe 
great-ones ;. for as faſt as theſe go down, thoſe go up. There 
are alſo ſome clocks of another kind, ſome with an Alarum 
to waken a man at a certain time of the night, ſome have 


Chimes to play. certain Tunes upon Bells : There are alſo | 
_— clocks (called Watches that. do not ftrike, but | 
y havea Dyal with an hand turning round. There are al- | 


on 
fo Sun-Dyals that tell the hour of the day by Shadows. But 
theſe are imperfett clocks, and not compounded of all four 


materials ; healſo reckoned up a great many famous clock- } 
makers of ſeveral Countreys that he had learnt his Art of, as * 
alſo how many clocks he mended; and conchuded with | 
the _ of Yulcan and St.Eloy, and the whole Art of Smiths 


8. While | 
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|| $-While they were thus difcouriing,in:comes a Lockefmith 
'# of the next Lown, who: thought himſelf. as well read. in 
# Cchuk-phileſophy, as he that had read this long Le&ure, who 
'Z therefore began to move: many, controverſies, as' that Clocks 
= might be made of other-materials,vzz. Steel,Braſs, or Silver, 
* (wherebythe mugncy digreſſed into a long diſpute whether 
Steel and [ron differed in kind,or in degree only) that a Bell 
was not any Afth kind, but made up of a mixture of other 
mettals ;. that there were not four materials of a Clock, but 
thatitmightbe-made up of one or two of: them ; that cords 
and plyummets were no neceſ[ary parts of it, for it might be 
moved by a ſpring without them ; and many more queſtions 
they diſputed about till they were both weary. 

9. The Farmers Son who was newly come fromthe Uni- 
verſity,where he had been a year or two,& had read 24ag:rus, 
was much taken with theſe learned Le&ures of an ordinary 
Mechanick,and began toſuſpett he was ſome diſguiſed Scho- 
lar,in that he-had ſo philoſophically begun with the definiti- 
on of nature,principium & cauſa motus & quietis ejus in quoeſt 
primo & per ſe,non per acciaens ; then proceeded to the three 

rinciples, Matter, Form, and Privation; aſter that to the four 
lements of a Clock, with their Primary and Secundary quali- 
= ties, and was well pleaſed with his judgement in making the 
f Bell a Q#intefence & to contain-the elementary qualities not 
- formally but eminently; and that ſoftneſs ſhould fignife /7- 
| quability, anſwered juſt to humidity lignifying fluidity ; and 
| that it was as calie to excuſe the iron from melting,as the fire 
! from fluidity : he thought alfo that he diſtinguiſhed well be- 
7 rween natural and violent motions, and took notice how ev#- 
 tatio vacui & complementum univerſi did him Knights-ſer- 
7? vice. Solikewile he defined the form of a Clock very well, 
 aftus primns corporis artificialis organici motum habentis in 
7 potentia : and he: believed a #rick of aftivity was as good an 
2 interpretation of #4 xe, as perfeitihabia which Hermolaus 
$ Barbarss learnt of theDevil. The qualities did admirably well 
flow from this form, eſpecially The occult qualityin the Dy- 
all, and its /y-pathy with the Bell, as alſo the antipathy of 
the greater and leſſer weights ;- he alſo ſbewedthe ſeveral. 
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ſpecies of Clocks whether perfeiHy or imperfettly mixed; how 


Watches had only a material yegetative ſoul,the Allarum and 
Chimes reſembled the rational,but the ordinary Clock was of 
the order of ſenſitive creatures;& he had excellently well de- | 
ſcribed the nature of the Beaſt. He ſeemed to be well read in * 
the /chool-tinkers, had ſhewed that Yuicaz was antienter than Þ 
Ariſtotle,and St.Eloy as great amaſter of Clockwork as Sf. Tho- # 
745: only the Lock-{mith he thought made foul work with &# , 
him,and went as much beyond him,as (ar pexter &Pemblethe Þ® | 
more orthodox Magiras, & yet he ſaid he mighthave moved # a 
a great many more perilous queſtions, as wheth-> the ham-F , 
mer were the iztelligencer of the Bell, and conſceyuo!il hee WF 
ther forma informans or afſiſtens ; whether the Bell dia a. F , 
upon the elementary parts of theClock,or they upon the Bell; # 
and if the former,whether it do it by its blacknets,or its hard-# : 
neſs,or it ſounds, or by certain influences; and then whether F & 
the forms of the four materials did remain in the Clock intireF , 
or refracted,or a fifth form reſulting from them all, and whe-J4 
ther it were a ſubſtantial or accidental form,whether a clock? 
and a watch were ſpecifically or gradually diſtin, with ma- 4 
ny more which he forbore to mention, as he told them, be-# £ 
cauſe they-could not underſtand them. = 
10. All this while the Landlord of this Farmer was in the, 
houſe to take order about ſome reparations,who being an in-{ ,, 
genuous Gentleman that had uſed to take in pieces his own? ,. 
Watch and ſet it-together again, and therefore could not bez, 
ignorant of the ſabrick ofa clock,having ith munch patience, 
heard all this Targon, at laſt delivered (4 nn © who Yeh 
though no fool,yet was never the wiſer tor ai. ws tt 
from the impertinences of the Clock-mender and the young. 
Philofopher : ſhewing him that the cauſe of motion was int 
the weights, which by the multiplication of indented wheels 
and Nuts, was ſo moderated, that the lat wheel to the end off, 
whoſe Axel the hand was fixed, was juſt twelve hours in turn-Y;e 
ing about,and that there were in every twelfth part of that... 
wheel certain peggs that lifted up the hold-faft of the ham, 
mer,which by the motion-of other wheels & ſprings would ba, 
made to ftrke everal ſucceſſive troaks upon the Bellcll the” 
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y hotdfaftcatchrin the next notch of a wheele indented ſeveral 
4 Þ diſtances according to the number of ttroaks at each time to 
f | be ftrucken : he ſhewed him alfo that the teeth of the great 


” |} whecl were ſo worn,that it would not anſwer to the juſt pro- 
1% portion of time it ſhould move in, and therefore he muſt 
i * geta new one made; in fine he taught him how the motion 
”” # was derived from partto part, that he throughly underſtood 
I # the whole fabrick, and could be able to re&ific any ordinary * 
CE faultthat ſhould happen in it. But the Son all this while being 

d z as inept at underſtanding things,as' apt Parrot-like to an 
1i- $ at words, was diffatisfied that he ſhould take no more notice 
'& of the ſubſtantial form and qualities ofa Clock, and told him 

7 that he reje&ed principles, and therefore he would not dif- 
» Z pute with him. | 
7 rt. How far the Clock-menders diſcourſe reſembles the. 
7 Scholaftick Philoſophy, or the Gentlemans the atomical, let 
"C3 others judge; I ſhall Laly propound this general Query, whe- 
1 ther it be any better Philoſophy,to ſay that nature makes 
k 3 fre toburn,or there is an inward principle of gravity in a ſtone 
4-3 that makes it fall down; than ir would be mechanical skill to 
© fay that Art makes the Clock ftrike, or to ſay that ſome in- 

3 ward device makes the hand of the Dyal move; for asArt is 
'CY to artificials, ſo'is nature to naturals'; and may be he ſpake 
3 more truly than he was aware of, that called it Ars Dei. Then 
2 certainly it muſt be the Office of Philoſophy to find out the 
2 proceſs of this Divine Art in the great automation of the 
-ef world, by obſerving how one part moves another, and how 

'Z thoſe motions are varied by the ſeveral magnitudes, figures, 

- Ypofitions of each part, from the firft ſprings or plummets,as I 
'bEmay fay,tothe hand that points out the viſible and laſt effects; 
"2 This Phyſicians have taken the boldneſs in part to do, in 
15k thoſe little watches, If I may fo call them, the bodies of ani- 
WE mals, and Deſcartes hath proceeded fartheft in the like at- 
TYtempr, in'that vaſt machin,the Univerſe, with how good ſuc- 
ceſs, others are better able to Judge ; But this I dare boldly 
"Way, it was a noble effort, and if he had wholly failed in it,he- 
Ne /ould have been more pitied and. leſs envied- 

"HY - 12. This farther I ſhall adde-in the behalf of new and free 


'þ »  doubted,and therefore Ari/totles Intelligences that moved. the. | 


[0 by thatthe Earth isa planet, and the Sun a fixed Star, and by | 
'&:< conſequence every planet an Earth, every fixed Star -a Sun, | 
| "i! it would make foul work in the: Vulgar Philoſophy. !:;,! 14. 7 


2) FR 

Philofophy, That ths Theater of nature is much enlarged 

fince Ariftotles time, and there is no part of the world wherc- 

in there are not ſome notable new Phcenomena lately diſcove- | 
red, that muſt needs be of great accomptin natural Philoſo- | 
phy: for inthe Heavens by the help! of teleſcopes ( a new in- | 
vention ) there are found an innumerable company of fixed | 
Stars unknown to the antients, and amongſt the planets the F _ 
arſulz of Saturnand four Moons about F upiter were never | 
heard of till Galtleo's Nuncins Sidereus brought the news, - the # 
various phraſes of Yexus (and other Planets )as alſo her being © 
ſometimes on this fide the Sun, ſometimes beyond, were the * 
ſuſpicions of the Pythagoreans of old, and the certain know- | 
ledge of latter times, but not agreeable with Ariſtotles do- | 
&rine. Mountains and Valleys in the Moon were never ſeen # 
before. this age, and no body now will venture to deny but Þ 
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if © thatfhe isasopakeas theearth, and borrows as much light | 


* from her as ſhe lends. That the Sunis fullof ſcummy ſpots 3 
þ continually generated and deſtroyed, and that he turns round, | 
ff upon his own axis. They that will not truſt Schzner,may be in-' b 

i formed by their own cyes;the appearing of newStars &diſap-: 
"| pearing of old was not conſidered by the antients,nor their ap- | 
"oxage g ſometimes bigger & ſometimesleſs that comets are a- | 
ove:the moon,& theHeavens fluid; finceTycho few!:menihave: | 


ſolidOrbs,have lcaveto play;& fince thatarched roof is. gone, | 
1 know not how the Elementary fire will be kepr in:But if it þ 
{ſhould chance to prove true (and who knows what poſterity 

may believe,fince we have been ſo hardy as toadmitdytipodes,.! 


which our anceſtors beheld as no leſs formidable abugbeat?) 3 


-T 3. But let us deſcend-upon the Earth;where we (hall. 5nd 
that Dr. Gberz,inſtead of the Oxford Fryers greatblagk-rock! 


| atthe North Pole, hath perſwaded all men. that. thewhole 
19188 EarthlyGlobe is a Magnet;and though-the Antients, knew not 

| | | more ot the L oadftone, than its coition which they;inproperdyi - 

Wt called attraction, we now-find ir to'be mo leſs.remarkabie for - 


{ra 
its polardire&ion(not without fome variation infſeveralÞpIz: | 
ces) as alſo its yarious inclinatiofi/according to'itsfeveraFdt- 
e- | ſtance:from the ZEquator;8:Poles;but thenatur& ofthe 15x4- 
0- | ftoneican ſcarce beunknown, fine we laye ſeeft theeircsiof 
1- Z# the duſt aboutit. The diſtin& Hiſtory of the Flix'#nd/Refiux 
d } ofthe Sca,is allo amongſt the ova reperta. The antients over- 
e F look't that moſt Luciferous though obvious experiment of 
rj theſling, nor did they know what uſe:to'make of the Chry+ 
e } Rial priſme ; They were over-carclels:ſpettators of the rain- 
g } bow; theroly-hgured; particles' of ſnow efcaped their fight ; 
e } butit were infinite to purſue particulars z T will not ſtand to 
=} reckon up the ſeveral diſcoveries we are beholden to the new 
- | invented microſcope-for;; nor-[hall T'infift- open the' many 
n # Chymical experiments thataro of ulvin Philoſophy. T'pals 
t 3 by the wondrous effets of Gun-powder, nor Thall I mention 
t 3 the diſcoveries of ihe Ai>-pamg lately exhibited'to the world 
s, 3 by that Noble Gentleman ,'. or the ingenious expetiments of | 
I | Galileo, Lord Ba6on, and many dthets;» nts. alarit's 10 
-# _ 14. I{ball only tonch apanione:Topick more, whichiis the 
-.Z improvement-of Anatorhyj and:the knowledge of the fabrick 
- |} of Animals; no man thinks himſelf bound to believe'that the 
= | nerves are derivedifrom the heart, and by conſequence that 
::| tobe the {eat.of\common (ence; becaufe a. woe us £6; 
2: | nor.yet,. though he could tellius:no-ſuch-thing;' 26 disbe- 
,& levethe circulation of blood found out by Dr. Harvey; Whit = 
tj} ſhouldT mention thoſe other learned: Obſervations of the 
ſame Author concerning the Generations'of Animals?T-omit 
<Lellms his were lacten;asraliorthe idnitus Dbyliferus;vaſaJymn 
| phatico,vith, many-more-of thalike nature, which do a5'tuch 
3 alter the face of the leſſer, as thoſe other before rehearſed 'of 
| thegreater world.;ci, 4 7 iB 2oftÞ 0 2- 
5 -.. 5. Muſty6 fowaſterall thaſeand many: more'di{cove+ 
ries about nataral bediecs;;tonfine; our ſelves'to:whatavefnd 
in Ariſtotle, ho nexet 'dregmidiobany fach things? ivit poHli- 
ble that ſo many new appearances ſhould not alter tlic rame 

of Philolophy,nay rather bazardche-pulling:down ofthe old 
4uin0us houſe that had thomarrowfaumdations; thatft may 


uilt-againgyich Novo: opnificence? ISinceiws find: dayly ; 
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. Generations and corruptions in the heavens,and that theftar' ; 


principles oftheChyniiſts, which at beſt can be-but the-ingre- 


" Frguez have failed to the Indies by the (ape of good Hope, ta 


very unreaſonable he ſhould forbid” others the uſe of wheat. 


| ereel readily' embrace, and they that are moſt accu- 
ſed. 


tings, though they do.not/much value thoſe ſmall wares that 


(a2) 


themſelves are not free from that fate, how can we fatisfie' 
our ſelves with the four Elements of ©1ri/fotle,-.or thei three 


dients of terreſtrial bodies? belides that they are not ſo fimple 
as to deſerye thofe titles ? and truly to them that have once 
taſted of the Mechanical Philoſophy, formes and qualities 
are like to give as little {atisfaftion, as the Clock-mender did 
ro the 4. He Gentleman in the Story T befotetold you. 

' ,,16. No man would-be fo ridiculops as fince Colnmbus dil- 
covered the new world of America, as big as the old, or fince 
the enlarged knowledge of theNorth of Earepe,the South-and 
Eaft of Aſiaand Africa; beſides the:new divifions'names and \ 
inhabitants of the 014 parts,to forbid the reading of any more 
Geography than is found-in Strabo or AMela;or ſince the Por- 


admit ofno other Indian commodities than what arebrought 
on Camels to Aleppo; or if poſtexity ſhall indout the North- 
caſt or Nonhwed way to (athajs and China, or ſhall cut'the 
Ithmus between the red Sea and Mediterranean, will it be un- 
lawful to uſe the advantage of ſuch noble atcheivements : | 
why then muſt Philoſophy alone be bound up ſtill in its in- | 
fant-ſwhdling bands ?::and there being the ſame reaſon, why 

{hquld we not allow thedame liberty of expiating?if any man 
loye acorns 4tnce corn 1s.invented, let him eat acorns; but tis 


Whatever is folid in the writings of Ariſtotle, theſe new Phi- 


d for affecting the new,doubt not but they caii give'as good 
an account of the old Philoſophy, as their moſt violent accu- 
{crs, and are probably as much converſant in Ariſtotles wri- 


areuſually retailed by the generality of his Interpreters © © 
[But = thinks] A Gn enteral Innova are dan- 
geraus ; Phileſophy and Divinity are fo inter-woven by the 
Schoolk-men;that it cannothe ſafe:to ſeparate them; mew Phile- | 
ſophy will bring inwew #4; andfreedom inthe one will” 
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q take it very ill, if any one ſhou 
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faſhion;and the inquiſitive Genizs of latteryears, like a migh- 
ty wind hath bruſh 

There is an inhnite deſire of knowledge broken forth in the 
world,and men may as well hope to ftopthe tide, or bind the 
Ocean with Chains,as hinder Fee Philoſophy from overflow- 
ing: it will be as cafie to ſatishe mens corporal appetites with 


q chaft & ftraw,as the defires of their minds with empty.words 
| and terms ; the Church of Re uy faw hererror in this 


point, and forbore to ſtrive againft theftream ; for whew'the 
perceived that Learning would be in faſhion,ſhe preſently ſet 
her children toSchool;and who ſogreat Scholars in all kinds 
as they ?- and ſhe hath been ſo wiſe ever fince, that there ſhall 
be no piece of Learning but ſome of herons ſhall be maſters 
of it : and if they. will but give her reſpe&ful words,they may 
be as free des Ima as they ru I dare fay ſhe would 

d deny Deſcartes or Gaſſen- 
ads tobe hers. Galileo indeed fell under correction for hold- 
ing the motion of the Earth, but the true crime was his abu- 
ting his Holineſs in his Dialoguesunger the name of Simplici- 
#5; Forothers have with impunity 'adventured on'as great 
Paradoxes, but they hadthe zo0d manners ts make a Iegs, 
oritats ſubraittimns. REST 


, - w y _- Sa WP; v7 n 
#7 - ae” k 8, * 2 a 4 % = 9 NY ad Is I ” er 
x Ro "7 WF, . 1 Foe Er 
$$; : 47 < G Oe eg 
» Pa - Fe: : ; - Ki 
x ; AP be. ru : 4 h » a5 
a - TORO] TIT F xs - 


Nt WT oat $92 " r 
ec” _ "TIS . , wy 


— 


O_o —_— 
— 


—_ 


thegxcellent works: of alatt 
om tattrared:” Nor will AYE 
bf Bs ec Religion from ſcorn-and: contefn 
18 novas well Skilled:in nature-asthe pi 
iy farnilþtwith.as good Artilleryas: f; ages (- 
 , Clergy be.ableto- maintainitheir creditwir 
; EL awry who begin generally to be acquainted 'with the: 
| .mital Hypotbeſis,and know how to diſtingaiſhhetwee Tt Ga 
7M  Gemme Gemmeand a Briſtol-Diartiond?:or how bw encoumy 
Vi | with the witts (asthey arecalled'Y of the age, that. alas 
of Wh Religion. with new kind:;of weapons? willt iey acqulcſer 
* 8-.* the zuthority of Arifotleor'St. Thomas? "or » ut off /ifh 
IR Contra TAE principia? let not-the Gore : | js 
A 5atmed WithI)ock-leaves'and Bulirpl 
ol, terſwords arid-Guns; Siblerrhom wear 
Wb: astheir encmies,and ght with th Mes 


